
 

 

 
 
Immigrant arrivals in 2013 
 
Highlights 

 Few immigrants settle in non-metro census divisions (CDs) compared to metro CDs in 
Ontario – the 2013 data confirms that this situation persists. 

 Only 1,601 of 105,818 immigrants to Ontario chose a non-metro CD in 2013. 

 The highest number of immigrant arrivals for a non-metro CD of 0.2 per 100 residents was 
only one-quarter the 0.8 per 100 rate for Ontario as a whole. 

 
Why look at immigrant arrivals? 
By 2030, deaths will be greater than births at the 
Canada level. For Canada’s population to grow, it 
appears it will be due to the arrival of immigrants1.  
Many communities now have a focus on attracting 
immigrants to their community - either from another 
community in Canada or from another country.  
 

Findings 
Very few immigrants to Ontario choose to live in a 
non-metro census division (CD). In 2013, 1,601 
immigrants selected a non-metro CD – just 1.5% of 
the 105,818 immigrants who came to Ontario during 
the year. 
 

In 2013, among non-metro CDs in Ontario, the CD 
with the highest rate of immigrant arrivals per 100 
residents was the Perth CD (Figure 1 and Table 1). 
The 168 immigrants who arrived in 2013 represented 
0.2 persons per 100 residents2  or 2 persons per 
1,000 residents. The Perth CD ranked #74 among all 
293 CDs in Canada in terms of immigrant arrivals per 
100 residents. Immigrant arrivals in the Perth CD 
have ranged between 0.1 and 0.2 arrivals per 100 
residents since 1997 (Figure 1). 
 

The second ranking non-metro CD in Ontario was 
Chatham-Kent CD with 0.1 immigrant arrivals per 
100 residents. Among all 293 CDs in Canada, 
Chatham-Kent ranked 128th. The range in the rate of 
immigrant arrivals has ranged between 0.1 and 0.3 
since 1997. 
 

 
 

                                                 
1
 See Figure 1.7 in Reimer, Bill and Ray D. Bollman. (2010) “Understanding 

Rural Canada: Implications for Rural Development Policy and Rural 
Planning Policy.” Chapter 1 in David J.A. Douglas (ed.) Rural Planning and 
Development in Canada. (Toronto: Nelson Education Ltd.). 
2
 In 2013, the rate of immigrant arrivals across all of Ontario was 0.8 

immigrant arrivals per 100 residents. Thus, the top ranking non-metro CD 
attracted one-quarter of the rate of Ontario as a whole. 
 

Figure 1 

 
 

In the 5-year period up to 2013, the two non-metro 
CDs with the largest rate of growth in immigrant 
arrivals were the Prince Edward CD and the 
Timiskaming CD (Figure 1 and Table 1). The former 
ranked 20th in Canada in terms of growth and the 
latter ranked 29th in Canada in terms of growth. 
However, in absolute numbers, just a few additional 
immigrants lead to a high rate of growth because 
these places had few immigrant arrivals at the start 
of the five year period. 
 

Summary 
Few immigrants are choosing to settle in non-metro 
Ontario. 
 

The Perth census division was Ontario’s non-metro 
census division with the highest rate of immigrant 
arrivals per 100 residents in 2013. 
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Source: Statistics Canada. Annual Demographic Statistics. CANSIM Tables 051-0053 and 051-0063. 

Data refer to period from July 1 of the first year to June 30 of the second year.

Among non-metro CDs in 2013, the Perth CD was the

top ranking CD in terms of immigrant arrivals per capita
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Table 1 
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Questions on data sources can be directed to RayD.Bollman@sasktel.net.  
 

Any comments or discussions can be directed to NRagetlie@RuralOntarioInstitute.ca. 
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